GROWING  ECCLESIASTICAL  AUTHORITY.         Ill

them together as with an iron chain, prevents mo-
ments of weakness and fallings away. It is only an
artificial policy, one not based on conviction, which
preserves the show of agreement and courtesy.
Interest creates a coterie; principles make divisions,
inspire the desire to expel, to decimate, to slay
opponents. Those who bring superficial ideas to the
judgment of human affairs, think that the revolution
is lost when revolutionaries, as the phrase goes?
begin to eat one another up. On the contrary, it is
a proof that the revolution still possesses all its
energy, and is directed by an impersonal ardour.
Never was this more clearly seen than in the terrible
drama of Jerusalem. The actors in it seem to have
made a compact of mutual slaughter. As in those
hellish revels in which, as the Middle Ages believed,
Satan forms the ring, and drags towards a mysterious
abyss long lines of men, dancing hand in hand
to their fate, the revolution allows no one to fall
out of the mad whirl which it leads. Behind the
dancers is terror: by turns maddening and mad-
dened, they approach the gulf: none can draw back,
for behind each is a hidden sword, which, at the